
Eucalyptus Gall Wasp

Leptocybe invasa

A Threat To

Growing Eucalyptus



Some Basic Facts About The Pest
Also called Blue Gum Chalcid

Belongs to family Eulophidae, Order 
Hymenoptera

which generally has useful insects like
honeybees, bumble bees, predators, 

parasites and ants .
It is a tiny wasp that forms leaf and stem galls

in Eucalyptus seedlings and pole crop.



How Does the Pest Disseminate?
Å Natural Spread: No data is available

Å Human Induced: Trade/ Movement of plants.

Å Possible risks:

Eucalyptus are widely grown for forestry and      

ornamental purposes

ÅHeavy losses to nurseries.

ÅLosses to paper industry

ÅLosses to construction industry



Affected Countries (>22)

EPPO region: Algeria, France (including Corsica), Israel, Italy, Jordan, 

Morocco, Portugal, Spain, Turkey.

Africa: Algeria, Jordan, Kenya, Morocco, Syria, Tanzania, Uganda.

Asia: Iran, Israel, Thailand, Turkey, Vietnam & India.



ÅMore than 20,000 hectares of Eucalyptus plantations in 

Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Kerala affected



Host Range

ÅDistribution and host range

ÅAlthough this wasp is probably native to Australia, its 
Australian distribution is still unknown. Presently, the 
wasp is reported from Algeria, Iran, Israel, Italy, Jordan, 
Kenya, Morocco, Spain, South Africa, Syria, Tanzania, 
Turkey and Uganda. Suitable hosts for this insect 
include: 

E. camaldulensis , E. globulus , E. gunii , E. 
grandis , some E. grandisxcamaldulensis clones, E. 
botryoides , E. saligna , E. robusta , E. bridgesiana , 
E. viminalis and E. tereticornis .



About The Insect Pest

ÅIntroduction
ÅThe Blue Gum Chalcid, Leptocybe invasaFisher & 

LaSalle, (Hymenoptera: Eulophidae) is a new genus and 
species that was first recorded in the Middle East in 2000
and has spread to most Mediterranean countries, as well 
as to many of the Eucalyptus areas in northern and 
eastern Africa. It was detected in Uganda (2002), Kenya 
(2002) and Tanzania in (2005) and is reported to spread 
fast and cause serious damage to young plantations and 
nursery seedlings. It was first reported in South Africa in 
June 2007 and poses a serious threat to Eucalyptus
forestry. Monitoring is of critical importance to now 
determine the distribution of the pest and identify 
tolerant species/clones.



Damage

ÅThe insect forms galls on the mid-ribs, petioles and 
stems of new growth of young trees, young coppice as 
well as nursery seedlings, thereby stunting growth. Galls 
induced by this wasp can cause substantial injury to 
young trees and may eventually seriously weaken the 
tree. In an outbreak situation wasp pressure is intensive 
and all new growth may be damaged. The impact of the 
wasp on the development of an adult tree is not yet 
clear, although galls can be found on most leaves if the 
wasp occurs in large numbers 



Symptoms of damage

ÅSymptoms and gall development

ÅWhen exposed to new growth, wasps insert their 
eggs in the epidermis of the upper sides of 
newly developed leaves, 0.5-5 cm in length, on 
both sides of the midrib, in the petiole of such 
leaves and in the parenchyma tissue of twigs. 
The attack takes place within 1-2 weeks of bud 
break. There are 5 stages of gall development 
reported on E. camaldulensisin Israel.


